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TARANTELLA                                           
~  HILAIRE BELLOC 

 
Do you remember an Inn, 
Miranda? 
Do you remember an Inn? 
And the tedding and the spreading      
Of a straw for a bedding,      5 
And the fleas that tease in the High Pyrenees, 
And the wine that tasted of the tar? 
And the cheers and the jeers of the young muleteers 
(Under the dark of the vine verandah)? 
Do you remember an Inn, Miranda,     10 
Do you remember an Inn? 
And the cheers and the jeers of the young muleteers 
Who hadn’t got a penny, 
And who weren’t paying any, 
 
And the hammer at the doors and the din?   15 
And the Hip! Hop! Hap! 
Of the clap 
Of the hands to the twirl and the swirl 
Of the girls gone chancing, 
Glancing,        20 
Dancing, 
Backing and advancing, 
Snapping of the clapper to the spin 
 
Out and in –  
And the Ting, Tong, Tang of the guitar!    25 
Do you remember an Inn, 
Miranda? 
Do you remember an Inn? 
 
Never more; 
Miranda,        30 
Never more. 
Only the high peaks hoar:  
And the Aragon torrent at the door. 
 
No sound 
In the walls of the Halls where falls    35 
The tread 
Of the feet of the dead to the ground, 
No sound: 
Only the boom 
Of the Waterfall like Doom.     40 
 

 
No Italian wedding or celebration would be complete without the rhythmic song  
and dance of the tarantella. Watch a YouTube clip of the folk dance.  
To what extent has the poet captured the rhythm of the dance in his lines of poetry?  
How does his choice of words influence the rhythm of the poem? 
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For discussion: 
Who do you think Miranda was? Brainstorm a couple of ideas, looking at the poem closely for clues. 
 

 
 
Imagine that the poet and Miranda message each other the day after  
the poet sent her this poem. What are they likely to have said to another? 
 
 

 
Questions: 
 

1. Refer to Stanza 1. Quote an example of onomatopoeia and comment on its 
effectiveness.          (2) 

2. ‘Muleteers’ refers to the men who drive mules. Consider the setting of the poem. 
Why would muleteers be present at the Inn?       (2) 

3. The lines in Stanza 2 are of different lengths. Why has the poet chosen to vary  
the length of the lines in this way?        (2) 

4. Stanza 3 is shorter and makes use of repetition. Suggest why the poet has done this. (2) 

5. In stanza 4, how does the use of the semi-colon ‘Never more;’ and the full-stop 
‘Never more.’ affect the mood/atmosphere in this stanza?     (2) 

6. In the final stanza, the words ‘No sound’ are repeated.  What does this suggest the  
poet is feeling?          (2) 

            [12]  
 

 
 
 
Find out more about the Legend of the Tarantella and  
report back to your class in whatever media format you prefer. 
 
 
 
 

Note: different editions of this poem use capital letters 
differently e.g. some versions have no capitals in the 
final line. Consider how this might change the meaning. 

What about if ‘Hip! Hop! Hap!’ or ‘Ting, Tong, Tang’ 
had no capitals – does it make a difference to the 
meaning  or impact of the poem? 


