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EXAMINATION TERMS 

 
Before you can answer a question you must understand what 
is being asked. Below are some of the words used in questions 
and what they mean. Make sure you are familiar with these 
terms before you write your exams.  

 
 

TERM EXPLANATION 

Account for … 

Comment on … 

Compare … 

Contrast … 

Describe … 

Discuss … 

Evaluate … 

Explain … 

Give an account of … 

Give the context of … 

 

Illustrate … 

Motivate … 

Relate … 

Summarise … 

Tabulate … 

List … 

 

Mention ... 

Name … 

State … 

Complete … 

Distinguish …  

 

Explain why … 

Give an opinion based on the facts in order to explain … 

Point out both the similarities and the differences … 

Point out the differences 

Say what occurs … 

Give the facts and evaluate them … 

Assess the factual information in order to reach a conclusion  

Give the reasons for or the meaning of … 

Tell the story of … 

Say who is speaking to whom, when, where, why and what 

the direct results are … 

Give examples by referring to action or words … 

Give reasons for … 

Tell the story of what happens … 

Give only the main points … 

Make a table or list of … 

Do not use full sentences. Just write down the words, names 

etc. 

Write down … 

Give the names of … 

Write down … 

Fill in the missing words or empty blocks … 

Write down the differences between … 

 
 


